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Gurney Sheppard and John Sands. This Committee repre-
sented a broad cross-section of Britain's public life, but its
members had much to unify their outlook. All were zealous
Evangelical Protestants; all were profoundly concerned
with the social ethic of Christianity; all, like Barnardo and
Cairns, were sworn foes of the fatalistic interpretation of
slumdom, vice and crime; all believed in the infinite possi-
bilities of even the downmost child, if brought into vital
contact with the spirit of Christ; and all had been members
of Local Committees in connection with Moody and
Sankey's first Mission to England.
The first act of this Committee, in conjunction with the
Trustees, was to express "deep obligation" to the Arbitrators
• "for undertaking so comprehensive an inquiry and for
prosecuting it with so much assiduity and patience at great
personal inconvenience and under considerable difficulties,
to a conclusion55.1
Then the ground was cleared for a new advance, the
proportions of which can best be ascertained by a com*
parison, over a number of years, of the Mission's work before
and after the Arbitration Board sat: and, happily, the data
for such comparison are all extant.
Barnardo initiated his Mission work eleven years before the
Arbitration; and, by coincidence, it so happens that much
the fullest Report he ever wrote was issued in the form of
a 28o-page volume—Something Attempted: Something Done—
eleven years after the Arbitration. Hence the facts are all
available for comparison between these two periods, and
such comparison is highly illuminating.
During the eleven years between the rescue of Jim Jams
and the Arbitrators' Award, Barnardo had rescued some
* In leaving the Arbitrations it may be noted that a letter among Barnardo's
papers from the Hon. Alfred H. Thesiger, dated November ist, 1877, shows
that almost immediately after his duties as Barnardo 5s Counsel, he was made
a judge. The letter expresses gratitude that he was able to complete his
Arbitration duties before his "elevation to the Bench" concluded his "work at
the Bar".

